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Maranatha! 


Dear Progressive Brother: 

“Maranatha” is your salutation “The Lord 
is coming,” how soon we do not know, how- 
ever we do know that He will right the 
wrongs prevalent in this day and surely 
there are many. 

It will be a glorious time in which to live 
when the earth is made over new, and may 
we ourselves strive to become the new crea- 
tures that the Lord requires to share in the 
kingdom, prepared for the faithful. 

Hamilton, Ont., Can. ae ie 


Answer to a Long-Sought Question 


Dear Sirs: 

The Bible’s account of the creation of 
the world and the facts that science has 
proved, has left my husband and me with 
troubled minds for a great many years. I 
have read the Bible’s account over and over 
trying to find an answer. I have asked people 
who are considered good Christians and even 
questioned ministers. Most of my answers 
were: “Just accept the Bible as it is; do not 
question it; or Don’t worry about the past; 
Think only of the present and the future.” 

One day, several weeks ago, my husband 
met one of your representatives. He immedi- 
ately came up with your account of “The 
Spiritual Creation,” I have found this book 
stimulating and satisfying. I am so inspired 
that I feel I must pass my new-found knowl- 
edge on to others. 


Enola, Pa. Mrs. W. R. M. 


After the Fight—Peace 


Dear Sister: 

Paul, that glorious warrior of God, admon- 
ished us to endure hardness as a good 
soldier of Jesus Christ. And why? Because 
our King Himself said, “But he that shall 
endure unto the end, the same shall be 
saved.” Every good soldier knows peace 
comes only after the enemy or opposing force 
has been conquered and brought into com- 
plete subjection. We, as spiritual soldiers then 
must pledge our allegiance to an even 
greater cause,—that of overcoming and killing 
out—not an army, but one individual—self! 

The task confronting us is to eradicate 
envy, jealousy, pride, hatred, anger, impa- 
tience, and bitterness,—to name a few,—and 
replace them with such virtues as love, joy, 
peace, gentleness, tolerance, and longsuffering. 
It is truly a great work, and one that cannot 
be done quickly. We will need an abundance 
of faith, courage, patience, determination 
and endurance to win. 

May we fight this good fight of faith 
that we may be worthy to meet in the grand 
review of the Soldiers of God. 


Hideaway Park, Colo. nH, it. W. 
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“Be Like Men Who are 


you, never trouble about what you are to eat 

in life, nor about what you are to put on your 
body’ ” (Luke 12: 22, Moff.). Do not trouble about that; 
not that we cannot think what we are going to have for 
our meals tomorrow, and lay up something in summer 
for winter. But, do not be overly concerned about it. 
Keep it in its proper relationship with the more impor- 
tant things. “ ‘Life is something more than food, and 
the body is something more than clothes.’ ” Jesus’ mean- 
ing was, You seek first the Kingdom of God and His 
righteousness and all these things shall be added to you. 
Do not be worrying about the temporal. The thing to be 
careful about, to have anxious thought about, is, Am I 
keeping the commandments of God? That is what Jesus 
wants to teach us. lf we are like men expecting their 
Lord first things must come first. What we shall eat 
or drink is merely a secondary matter. 

Continuing in v. 28 we read, “ ‘Now if God so clothes 
grass which blooms today in the field and is thrown 
tomorrow into the furnace, how much more will he clothe 
you!’ ” If God is willing and able to do that for inanimate 
things, will He not much rather clothe you, see that you 
have sufficient for your daily needs? “ ‘O men, how little 
you trust him!’ ” The King James Version reads, “‘O ye of 
little faith.” 

Do not be worrying about getting food and drink. If 
we are doing God’s will we shall have sufficient, although 
we may not always have everything that we want, or as 
much as some people have. If, as Paul says, you are satis- 
fied with “food and raiment,” the necessities of life, you 
will have enough. But if we want everything that comes 
along—like we sometimes see children passing along 
the sidewalk with two ice cream cones, one in each hand— 
we cannot always expect that. Do not think God will give 
you the “ice cream” of life all the time, but you will 
receive the things that are necessary. 

“ So do not seek food and drink and be worried; 
pagans make food and drink their aim in life’ ” (v. 30). 
Our common version employs the word “nations,” but 
the word “pagans” is stronger, and it is very fitting; 
“ ‘pagans make food and drink their aim in life,’ ” just to 
satisfy the natural mind, the animal nature; they make 
that their aim of life, what they can eat, drink and be 
clothed with, and what pleasure they can get as they go 
along. They crave one round of pleasure after another. 
“ ‘So do not seek food and drink and be worried; pagans 
make food and drink their aim in life, but your Father 
knows quite well you need that’ ”; the God of heaven 
knows we cannot live without eating and drinking, and 
He provides for it, “ ‘only seek his Realm, and it will be 
yours, over and above. 


“eT: HIS DISCIPLES Jesus said, ‘Therefore | tell 


Seek the Realm of Heaven 


“ ‘Rear not, you little flock, for your Father is delighted 
to give you the Realm,’ ”—the Kingdom (vs. 31, 32). Do 
not fear, little flock, lest you miss something as you go 
along, but oh, fear lest you are not keeping the command- 
ments so as to qualify as a part of that little flock, and 
miss the eternal reward. Do not be concerned and anxious 


Expecting Their Lord.” 


over the things that just suit the natural mind. I think 
that is a good translation, “pagans make food and drink 
their aim in life,” that is, everything for self. That is 
the natural aim. Now, if expecting our Lord, and if you 
want to gain a place in His Kingdom, do not be like the 
pagans. 

“Sell what you possess and give it away in alms, make 
purses for yourselves that never wear out: get treasure 
in heaven that never fails, that no thief can get at, no 
moth destroy.” We all have to sell out. That selling we 
have to engage in all of the time. It is not the kind of 
selling that they did in the Apostolic Age, when they sold 
their possessions and laid the money at the apostles’ feet 
and had all things common. Rather, it is the selling of 
Matt. 13:44; “The Realm of heaven is like treasure 
hidden in a field’’; oh, we have found treasure, found that 
wonderful Kingdom, that is, the way, the path that leads 
to the truth regarding that wonderful Kingdom which is 
coming, that glorious day which is going to be ushered in, 
peace on earth and good will to men. “The Realm of 
heaven is like treasure hidden in a field; the man who 
finds it hides it and in his delight goes and sells all he 
possesses and buys that field.” In other words, “Bring 
that substance of thine under the yoke,” sell out to the 
Lord. 

We then will be aware of the meaning of Ps. 24:1, 
“the earth is the Lord’s and the fulness thereof,” the 
cattle upon a thousand hills belong to the mighty God of 
heaven. We must understand that nothing we have is our 
own. Then we shall realize that we must come under His 
rule, submit to His law, bring our substance under the 
yoke of Christ, if we want that treasure. We do not have 
to do it, God never forces anyone. But if we want that 
Kingdom, that treasure, then I tell you we will delight to 
bring our words, our thoughts, our mind, all that we 
have, into subjection. We will consult Him how we should 
spend our substance, our time; consult Him where we 
should go, what we should do, we will consult Him what 
is best for us spiritually. (We will consider before we go 
places. If we have an invitation here or there, we will 
consult to see if we can go to the glory of God.) 

We have to think where we are going, what we are 
doing. We cannot go just hit or miss. Whether we eat, 
drink, or whatever we do, all must be done to the glory 
of God. That enters into everything of life. If earnestly 
seeking that future life we will strive to do all to the 
glory of the Master, to the honor of that great King who 
is coming. We shall have to give account how we have 
spent our time. Winning His Kingdom will take all our 
treasure. We must invest all if we would secure that 
treasure of eternal life. If we are satisfied with this little 
petty life, with its foolishness, its moral degeneracy, its 
shallow pastimes, its brevity, we can have it, have our 
own ways, do as the pagans do, eat, drink and be merry, 
and tomorrow die! Oh, how we should long for the dawn 
of that better tomorrow! That does not simply mean the 
day that will be ushered in with the next sunrise, but 
that greater morrow that is coming, the “dawn of pros- 
perity and happiness.” We shall never see the dawn of 
that eternal morrow, we will never witness that, if we 
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choose to have our own ways and pleasures as we go along. 

“Cet treasure in heaven that never fails, ... that no thief 
can get at, no moth destroy. For where your treasure 
lies, your heart will lie there too.’ ” What is the treasure 
in heaven? Life eternal is coming from heaven. Ever- 
lasting salvation is coming from heaven. We will never 
do the things to mevit the kingdom, we will never fol- 
low faithfully in Jesus’ footsteps, unless our heart is 
there. Jesus said, in Rev. 22:12: “Behold, I come quickly; 
and my reward is with me, to give every man according 
as his work shall be.” That is why our treasure is said 
to be in heaven. He is going to bring the reward with 
Him when He comes. 


Preparation in Expectation 


Then Jesus continues: “ ‘Keep your loins girt and your 
lamps lit, and be like men who are expecting their lord’ ” 
(v. 36). Peter, when talking about “loins,” specifies “the 
loins of your mind.” Keep the loins of your mind girt and 
your lamps lit. And what is the lamp? The Word of God. 
Now keep your lamp burning, keep your faith in that 
Word active. Do not put it under a “bushel,” but put it on 
a “candlestick,” that all may see the light. As far as 
the world are concerned, we see them growing worse and 
worse all the time. If we did not look forward to the 
time when we shall receive help from above we would 
become discouraged, we would think, What is the use? 
But we believe Jesus’ Word, and we know He is coming 
again. 

Christians should let their word be as good as their 
note. That is the kind of people God wants, no one else. 
Would it not be an innovation if we could get all of 
Rochester to do that? It would be like a light shining in a 
dark place. I should like, when Elijah comes, to be a 
partaker in a work like that. When that great Prophet 
comes and the eyes of the blind are opened and the dead 
are raised, I should like to have a part in that grand 
work. We do not know how many of those in mental 
hospitals, or those suffering in the ordinary hospitals, 
will be worthy of being healed. He will have power that 
will cause a stir in Rochester and bring about a great 
moral reformation in this city. 

When Jesus said Elijah will come and “restore all 
things,’”’ He meant he would come to bring about a great 
moral reformation. The Greek words translated “restore 
all things” carry that meaning, “a great moral refor- 
mation.” We would rejoice to see such a moral reformation. 
There then would be none of these ungodly scenes, which 
are now so commonplace, enacted. I would like to be a 
partaker in the great work of bringing about that refor- 
mation. Then people will be made to feel the force of the 
power of God Almighty. Would you not like to participate 
in it? 

Now we are looked down on by the world. People point 
at us and scoff. We have experienced it more than once. 
They call us old-fashioned, our sisters wearing those 
long dresses. Such peculiar people, they say, they do not 
even keep Christmas with the rest of the world, they 
observe it in the spring of the year. 

Would you not like to shine in the world to come? But 
to shine then we have to shine now. We now have to 
gird the loins of our minds with truth. This is something 
we can do, and we must do: believe and be watchful. “ ‘Keep 
your loins girt and your lamps lit, and be like men who 
are expecting their lord and master on his return’ ”—oh, 


He is talking about our time, He is not talking about 
His own day—“ ‘be like men who are expecting their lord 
and master on his return from a marriage-banquet, so 
as to open the door for him at once, when he knocks’ ” 
(vs. 35, 36). Jesus here illustrates His point by picturing 
a well-to-do householder. He had gone away from home 
to attend a wedding feast, leaving his house in the care 
of his servants. It was their duty to watch, to be awake 
and alert, ready to receive him at whatever hour of the 
day or night he might return. Likewise Jesus, the great 
Householder, has gone to heaven, and for a time is seated 
at His Father’s right hand, feasting on celestial glories. 
But some day He is going to return to His earthly house, 
and if we are to prove one of His faithful servants it is 
for us to be awake and watching, to keep ourselves in 
perpetual readiness, in a state of expectancy, that when- 
ever He comes we may be ready to open to Him without 
delay. 

Christ is here talking about His return, and about the 
people who will be living when He returns. In that day 
He told them it would be a long time before He would 
come back. But here He is talking of that class of people 
who will be living and looking for Him at His return. It 
is a striking thing that nineteen hundred years ago He 
would be talking about a people living down at the close 
of these Gentile times. And He said to them: “ ‘Keep 
your loins girt and your lamps lit, and be like men who 
are expecting their lord and master on his return.’ ” He 
was not talking about the people living in His day, He had 
no reference to those who are sleeping, but He is talking 
about the people who are living when He comes. Blessed 
are those servants whom the Lord and Master finds 
wide awake—alert and watching—when He comes! 


Be Ready When He Comes 


Thus far in His lesson given in Luke 12 Jesus has 
carried us down the stream of time to the Kingdom of 
God, and told us what we must do to get it, and warned 
us against being over-anxious about temporal things. It 
is permissible for us to labor with our hands as Paul 
said he did, but be ready. Hold the things of this life 
with a loose hand, ready to drop them immediately, com- 
pletely, when Christ appears. “‘ ‘Whether he comes in the 
second or third watch of the night and finds them thus 
alert, blessed are they!’ ” A little space of time there, 
whether He comes in the second or third watch of the 
night, do not think He is not coming. Do not think the 
time of waiting excessively long. Do not think He is not 
coming, whether it be the second or third watch in the 
night, or even later, do not grow tired of waiting. 

Then in verse 39 Jesus uses another simile to stress 
the importance of watchfulness, the thief entering under 
the cover of darkness: “Be sure... that if the householder 
had known at what hour the thief was coming, he would 
not have allowed his house to be broken into. So be ready 
vourselves, for the Son of man is coming at an hour 
you do not expect.’’ Who is it that does not expect Him? 
Do you suppose those who are watching will be taken by 
surprise? Do you suppose it is that class? No, indeed! 
those expecting their Lord will not be taken by surprise. 

Let us read on. “Peter said, ‘Lord, are you telling 
this parable for us, or is it for all and sundry?’ ” I am 
always glad that Peter asked that question. “Are you 
talking this way for our enlightenment, Lord?” Peter 
did not just understand it. “What time do you refer to, 
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Lord?” That was the pith of Peter’s question. “The Lord 
said, ‘Well, where is the trusty, thoughtful steward whom 
the lord and master will set over his establishment, to 
give out supplies at the proper time?’ ” or, “meat in due 
season” (vs. 41, 42). 

Jesus said, “at the proper time,” that would denote the 
time when the midnight cry was sounded: The Lord is 
coming, get ready! and someone started giving out the 
bread of heaven and water of life. This is the portion of 
meat in due season. During the long twelve-hundred- 
sixty-year period all were asleep. God did not give out 
any meat, for there was no one to eat it, but He was ready 
to hand out His Word when the time arrived that anyone 
would receive it. God saw to it that when the proper time 
came the Bible was in its complete form again just as it 
was in the fourth century. He arranged that all those 
historical books known as the Apocrypha, which can not 
be proved to be a part of divine revelation, should be 
taken out. During the Dark Ages they had been inserted 
as a part of the Word of God, but before the time came to 
give meat in due season God had them taken out, and 
scholars agree that the number and the arrangement of 
the books of the Bible is just as it was at the close of the 
Apostolic age. Athenias, and other early historians, agree 
on this. 

But in our day a time came when someone would take 
the food, the meat in due season, then it was given out. 
The Greek Church removed the book of Revelation from 
the canon, and it remained out for hundreds of years, but 
it was not to be left out indefinitely. Why did they take 
Revelation out? Because it taught that Christ is coming 
to reign on earth for a thousand vears, and that did not 
agree with their way of thinking. They said that the 
Church is the Kingdom; it is going to spread over all the 
earth through human efforts. They said that we do not 
want to believe that Christ is coming to reign a thou- 
sand years on earth. They wanted the Book of Revelation 
out, but God did not allow it to stay out. It was a part of 
the Bible as long as there was anyone who would listen, 
or at least to the close of the fourth century. God 
Almighty saw to it that Revelation was back in the canon 
again before truth came out in these last days, so there 
could be meat in due season when someone was ready 
to receive it. 

Then Jesus continues: ‘Who then is that faithful and 
wise steward, whom his lord shall make ruler over his 
household, to give them their portion of meat in due 
season?” (v. 42). The Bride of Christ is the Church, and 
she can freely say, Come eat of this bread, and drink 
of this water of life. There had to be somebody first, how- 
ever, to hand it out. A wise and faithful servant had to 
arise out of the long night of darkness to hand out this 
meat in due season. “Blessed is that servant if his lord 
and master finds him so doing when he arrives! I tell you 
plainly he will set him over all his property.” Oh, yes, 
there will be faithful stewards, such as Paul, and his fol- 
lowers; and the man in this day who was the means of 
bringing us out of darkness, and all who have followed 
him faithfully. 


The Evil Servant—Unbelieving 


“But and if that servant say in his heart, My lord delay- 
eth his coming.” Oh, what an indictment! The evil ser- 
vant will be saying, “My lord delayeth his coming.” The 
true servants never say, My Lord delayeth His coming, 


they keep right on working; they will feel they do not 
have any more than enough time to get ready; they will 
keep at the work; they will be a busy people, working as 
they wait. “But if that servant say in his heart, My lord 
delayeth his corning; and shall begin to beat the men- 
servants and maidens,’—that is not literal beating, but 
it is to smite with the fist of wickedness, begin to rail 
against the truth and those who live it, and to “eat and 
drink, and to be drunken.” That does not mean they are 
getting literally drunk, but forsaking the truth, turning 
from this way of truth into this wicked world. “The lord 
of that servant cometh in a day when he looketh not for 
him, and at an hour when he is not aware,”—that is the 
one that shall be taken by surprise. “The lord of that 
servant will come in a day when he looketh not for him, 
and at an hour when he is not aware.” The others will be 
watching, watching with their lamps lit, their loins 
girded, and their hand on the door latch ready to open to 
their Master whenever He arrives. 

But “the lord of that servant will come in a day when 
he looketh not for him, and at an hour when he is not 
aware, and will cut him in sunder, and will appoint him 
his portion with the unbelievers” (vs. 45, 46). That is 
the unfaithful servant, those doubting, those not working, 
those not expecting their Lord, a servant composed of the 
unfaithful, and He will cast him out. 

Now continuing in Luke 12: 54 we find Jesus discours- 
ing on a theme that is related to what He said earlier in 
the chapter about His faithful servants living in expect- 
ancy. The signs of the times point to His coming. “To 
the crowds he said, ‘When you see a cloud rise in the west, 
you say, “There is a shower coming,” and so it is.’ ” How 
often we say, when a dark cloud arises in the west, there 
will be a shower. And there is, generally. “ ‘When you feel 
the south wind blow, you say “There will be heat,” and so 
it is.’ ” Suppose there has been a cool spell with the 
north wind blowing, then the wind suddenly turns and 
comes from the south, we say, how hot it is! Now Jesus 
says, you can judge that. “ ‘You hypocrites, you know 
how to decipher the look of earth and sky; how is it you 
cannot decipher the meaning of this era?’ ” What time? 
Why the time He has been talking about in these last 
days when the faithful servant will give meat in due 
season, and the earnest life-seekers will be as men expect- 
ing their Lord. We see the signboards along the way 
with as much vividness as we can see the approaching 
shower, or forecast warmer weather when the south 
wind blows. Here is something written for us in this very 
time, when we can see preparations for war on the one 
hand, and yet they are probing for peace on the other. 
Hence Jesus says: “ ‘You hypocrites, you know how to 
decipher the look of earth and sky; how is it you cannot 
decipher the meaning of this era?’ ” 


Men Expecting Their Lord—Show it! 


Beloved ones, let us be as men really expecting their 
Lord. Let us show by our daily living that we are expect- 
ing Him. Can we expect anyone to believe that we are 
expecting our Lord if we are all engrossed in temporal 
concerns so that we have no time for Him and His inter- 
ests? The Psalmist said: “I will speak of the glorious 
honor of thy majesty, and of thy wondrous works... 
They shall speak of the glory of thy kingdom, and talk 
of thy power; to make known to the sons of men his 
mighty acts, and the glorious majesty of his kingdom”; 

(Continued on page 9) 
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Fulfilled Prophecies 








that 
Prove 

the 
Bible 














True 


Part V 
MIGHTY ASHKELON ONLY A MEMORY 
THE PROPHECY 


“Behold, I will stretch out mine hand upon the Philis- 
tines, and I will cut off the Cherethims.” Ezekiel 25:16. 
“Ashkelon shall not be inhabited.” Zechariah 9:5. 

“And Ashkelon a desolation.” Zephaniah 2:4. 
“And the seacoast shall be dwellings and cottages for 
shepherds, and folds for flocks.” Zephaniah 2:6. 


The Philistines were one of the great nations of antiq- 
uity. They were inveterate idolaters, and vengeful foes 
of the Jews. They were so powerful that the Greeks 
applied their name to the entire country and called it 
Palestine—the land of the Philistines. 

Yet Ezekiel declared the Philistines (Cherethims) 
should be cut off, and the prediction has been fulfilled to 
the very letter. They have perished from the face of the 
earth. Their neighbors on the south, the Egyptians, still 
remain; and their neighbors on the east, the Jews, still 
exist, though scattered to the four winds of heaven; but 
the Philistines have utterly vanished! 

Ashkelon was one of the chief cities of Philistia. An 
ancient writer declared that the King of Ashkelon 
captured the city of Sidon in the twelfth century before 
Christ. It continued to flourish long after the predictions 
uttered by Zephaniah and Zechariah. In the days of 


“AND ASHKELON A DESOLATION.” 
The Philistine city of Ashkelon, which has become a “desolation” exactly as predicted 
by the prophet Zephaniah. 


Roman dominion in Palestine it was beautifully embel- 
lished by Herod the Great. But the predicted judgment 
finally came to pass. The city was reduced to ruins, and 
its harbor filled up by Sultan Bibars in 1270 A. D. Since 
that time, for more than 600 years, the once-imposing 
city has lain desolate and deserted. 

Many other cities of antiquity have been destroyed 
again and again, but have quickly been rebuilt, and have 
sprung up into renewed position and power. But Ashkelon 
has remained “desolate” and “not inhabited” as a testi- 
mony to the unerring accuracy of the Word of God. 

“We had difficulty in reaching Ashkelon by motor 
car, but finally got through after almost getting stalled 
in the sand. The ruins still standing today, give one some 
idea of the thickness of the walls and towers of the once- 
flourishing city. The location has been described as ‘one 
of the fairest along this part of the Mediterranean coast.’ 

“Zephaniah’s further prediction that the seacoast shall 
be for folds for flocks is abundantly fulfilled today. As 
we motored northward along the coast through the 
beautiful plain of Sharon, I was especially impressed with 
the numbers of flocks of sheep that we passed. At one 
point I counted four flocks within a radius of two or 
three miles. With our own eyes we see the fulfillment of 
the prediction of more than 2,500 years before, that the 
coast shall be ‘folds for flocks.’ ” 


(Adapted from Fulfilled Prophecies that Prove the Bible by George 
T. B. Davies. Used by permission of the author). 
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Moses the Meekest Man 


T WAS SAID of the man Moses that he was “very 

meek, above ail the men which were upon the face of 
the earth” (Num. 12: 3). It was on the occasion of the 
disgraceful attack of Miriam and Aaron on Moses at 
Hazeroth that this testimony was declared. It was 
when Miriam and Aaron determined to pull down Moses 
from the supreme place that God had gifted him for and 
put him into,—it was then God set on Moses His open and 
His lasting seal to the greatness of Moses’ office as a 
prophet, and the greatness of Moses’ meekness as a man. 
“That incident,” says Ewald, the philosophical historian 
of Israel, “furnishes a grand exemplification of the uni- 
versal truth, that the best and most capable man in a 
community is often the most misunderstood and .. . per- 
secuted.” And it was just this persecution that drew out 
the divine vindication and valuation that is here put of 
God upon Moses. 

Luther’s translation of the Hebrew text is that Moses 
was very much plagued. He was plagued, indeed, above 
all the men which were upon the face of the earth. Yes, 
“plagued” exactly describes the life that Moses had led 
ever since he was called of God to take Israel in hand: 
and all of Moses’ plagues may have come to a head in 
the matter of Miriam and Aaron, and their envy and 
their evil speaking. It is similar to the situation which 
King David describes in Ps. 55: 12—14: “For it was not 
an enemy that reproached me; then I could have borne 
it: neither was it he that hated me that did magnify 
himself against me; then I would have hid myself from 
him: but it was thou, a man mine equal, my guide, and 
mine acquaintance. We took sweet counsel together, and 
walked unto the house of God in company.” 

In this experience of Moses, God is fast putting the last 
touch on his servant’s meekness and humility of heart 
when He shows him what a terrible temptation his great 
gifts and his great services are to his brother and sister. 
For a man like Moses to see how his high place as God’s 
prophet to Israel, and, especially, his sovereign superi- 
ority to all other prophets, was a constant temptation to 
Miriam and Aaron, plunging them into such envy and 
ill-will—what a last blow to all Moses’ remaining pride 
and ambition and self-exalting was that! And when we 
have eyes to see, and a heart to take it to ourselves, how 
our very best things can become a continual occasion to 
our brother of his worst things—his jealousy, envy, and 
malice, and, when we lay that to heart as we should, and 
act upon it, then there will be more men than Moses who 
will be meek above all the men that are on the face of 
the earth. 

“The perseverance of the saints,” says an excellent old 
adage, “is made up of ever-new beginnings.” So it is. 
And Moses’ perseverance in meekness was exactly of that 
ever-beginning kind. And he never lost sight of the time 
when he failed to honor God by striking the rock in 
place of speaking to it. All the rest of his days upon 
earth, all the way from Meribah to Pisgah, Moses remem- 
bered, and went praying, and importuning for his sin 
against meekness. 

The perseverance of saints is indeed made up of ever- 
new beginnings. As said Paul the apostle: “Put on there- 


fore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, bowels of 
mercies, kindness, humbleness of mind, meekness, long- 
suffering; forbearing one another, and forgiving one 
another, if any man have a quarrel against any: even as 
Christ forgave you, so also do ye” (Col. 3: 12, 18). Here 
is a whole array of new beginnings the active Christian 
must concern himself about each day. 

And again a still meeker Man than Moses says to us 
every day, “Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; 
for | am meek and lowly in heart; and ye shall find rest 
unto your souls” (Matt. 11: 29). 

Oh, how we should appreciate the new beginnings our 
heavenly Father provides us with! Each new day of our 
lives provides a new beginning, a new opportunity to 
make good. It provides a new beginning to perfect that 
which is lacking in our faith. A new beginning to a day 
when we fully control each emotion of our mind and 
body, our tempers, our tongues. It provides a new begin- 
ning to fulfill our sacred covenant to serve the Lord with 
all our mind, might and strength, to do to others as we 
would have them do to us. 

And how fitting is the use of the word “perseverance” 
in this connection. The Christian’s life is a growth; it is 
a time-consuming process. It is not an accomplishment 
that we can effortlessly drift into; perseverance is needed. 
It demands serious concern, definite determination, and 
all-out effort. And Moses’ life showed growth, growth 


into holiness, growth into meekness, growth into per- 
fection. 


— 
“The Lord Looketh on the Heart” 


Man looks upon the outward form; 
The Lord looks on the heart. 

Man’s ways lead downward to the grave; 
God’s ways true life impart. 


Man looks, and straightway he forgets 
That he is ashes, dust. 

God looks within the hidden part, 
Knows who in Him will trust, 


Man’s ways please all the fleshly lusts; 
God says, “These things I hate.” 

Man’s way, the pleasant, broad highway; 
God’s way is rugged, strait. 


Man’s heart loves dance, and feast, and song; 
God says, ‘‘Not yet the feast.” 

Man dotes on honor, power, wealth; 
God says, “Be humble, meek.” 


“Proclaim a fast, afflict thy soul,” 
Nor care for earth’s renown. 

Put off thy ornaments of pride; 
Thine heart bow humbly down. 


Look not upon the outward form; 
Care not for fashion’s show, 

But cleanse thine heart in Truth, that thou 
“Be whiter than the snow.” 


So then shalt thou be lifted up, 
The mists be cleared away, 

And thou shalt see as thou art seen 
Through cloudless, endless day. 
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Opace Conquest--Outer vs Innev 


ee THIS PRESENT day, one only has to pick up a 
daily newspaper to realize that the eyes of the whole 
world are focused upon the conquest of “outer space.” 
A man is sent some 115 miles out into the stratosphere 
and safely returns to a waiting ship via parachute and 
the whole world acclaims the victory in the so-called 
“space race”; and our national prestige soars. This accom- 
plishment has cost the American taxpayers many millions 
of dollars, but is it to the glory of God or the benefit of 
humankind? And more recently the Russians have 
achieved an even greater accomplishment, orbiting a man 
for 25 hours, during which time he circled the earth 17 
times, and landing him safely, amid the acclamation of his 
waiting countrymen. 

Man seems to have an insatiable curiosity concerning 
that which he cannot see at close range in the universe. 
He talks of sending a manned rocket to the moon; of 
hanging space ships several hundred miles outside the 
earth to be used as launching platforms to send rockets 
even further out into space; and of sending rocket-borne 
satellites to orbit other planets. But with all his willing- 
ness to spend and be spent to conquer the universe and 
the unknown reaches of outer space, he is not yet willing 
to expend any amount of effort to conquer himself. 

Why? Because as in olden days, man desires to do that 
which is right in his own eyes. He will go to great 
extremes to gain scientific knowledge, while the knowl- 
edge of God is despised or at best lightly regarded. Man 
desires and seeks the honor of man, and not the honor 
which comes from God. 

We admit that science has made great advances, but 
man does not have the power to create. Man did not create 
atomic power; he only discovered its existence. The basic 
elements, which when placed in the proper order result 
in the unleashing of this tremendous power, have always 
existed. Man only recently has learned how to isolate and 
re-group them. 

How truly the Wise Man said, “There is no new thing 
under the sun, Is there anything whereof it may be said, 
See, this is new? it hath been already of old time, which 
was before us.” 

It seems tragic that in these days of such great scien- 
tific advancement that public morals should be sinking to 
an all-time low, and that our newspapers should be dis- 
playing such headlines as “Astounding Upsurge Reported 
in U. 8S. Crime.” But in spite of such an appalling report, 
our nation’s greatest efforts are directed toward sending 
a man to the moon. 

A solution to the problem does not lie in conquering 
outer space. Man needs to turn his efforts from “outer 
space” to “inner space.” The minds of our youth need to 
be educated to know right from wrong, and have right 
principles instilled into the fiber of their characters, to 
stem the rising tide of crime. A return to the basic 
principles of morality is needed. Instead of seeking distant 
worlds to conquer, man would do well to correct the ills 
that are very nearly submerging him in this world about 
him. 

What are we as Christians doing about conquering our 
own “inner space”? We would do well, in the words of the 


Apostle, to “look to ourselves” and see if we are conquer- 
ing our own evil natures. Have we explored the inner 
recesses of our minds to see that all evil thoughts have 
been removed? Are we filling the inner spaces of our 
minds with God’s words and thoughts and making His 
Ways, our ways? Or do we allow our minds to be filled to 
capacity with the thoughts and cares of everyday life to 
the extent that the Word is choked out? Our conversation 
will tell much about what our mind is filled with, for the 
Master said, “out of the abundance of the heart, the 
mouth speaketh.” 

“The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately 
wicked,” said the prophet Jeremiah, but he did not say 
that it could not be changed. He also wrote the Eternal’s 
Word to him: “Is not my word like as a fire? saith the 
Lord; and like a hammer that breaketh the rock in 
pieces?” (Jer. 17:9; 23:29). If we will let it, the hammer 
of truth can break the stoniest heart. 

To conquer our “inner space,” our hearts, requires no 
new scientific discovery, but rather a return to the old 
paths, the good way, written for our learning long ago. 

Paul gave some good advice for conquering our inner 
space when he wrote ‘For the weapons of our warfare 
are not carnal, but mighty through God to the pulling 
down of strong holds; casting down imaginations, and 
every high thing that exalteth itself against the knowl- 
edge of God, and bringing into captivity every thought 
to the obedience of Christ.” If we heed his advice and 
think on the things that are true, honest, just, pure, 
lovely and of good report, (Phil. 4:8), we will be bringing 
our thoughts into subjection. If we keep our minds filled 
with good thoughts, there will be no room for the evil 
thoughts against which we are warned. 

Universal peace can never be achieved through the 
conquest of outer space. Men and nations will never live 
at peace with one another until they learn to conquer 
their own “inner space,” and learn to rule themselves. 
Said the prophet Isaiah: ‘‘Thou wilt keep him in perfect 
peace, whose mind is stayed on thee: because he trusteth 
in thee. Trust ve in the Lord forever; for in the Lord 
Jehovah is everlasting strength ” (Isa. 26: 3, 4). If men 
would put their trust in the Lord instead of in arms and 
missiles, they would learn to live peaceably with one 
another, and nation with nation. However, we know that 
this condition will not be brought about by government 
representatives sitting around a peace-conference table. 

Only when God’s judgments are in the earth will the 
inhabitants “learn righteousness” (Isa. 26:9), and recog- 
nize the supreme authority of God. When the “kingdoms 
of this world are become the kingdom of our Lord, and 
of his Christ” (Rev. 11:15), there will be true peace 
on this earth. 

If man were willing to wait patiently upon the Lord, 
he would find space conquest much easier—and surer. 
“Wait on the Lord, and keep his way, and he shall exalt 
thee to inherit the land,” and we are also promised, that 
“they that wait upon the Lord shall renew their strength; 
they shall mount up with wings as eagles.” At that time, 
the righteous will have no need of a rocket to boost them 
to other planets, for they will have power within them- 
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selves to fly as the eagle. They will receive this reward 
for having conquered their own “inner space,” for with 
the Lord: “He that is slow to anger is better than the 
mighty; and he that ruleth his spirit than he that taketh 
a city.’ So let us be sure that we are not dilatory in our 
own “space race,” and make the final conquest before it is 
too late. 





“BE LIKE MEN WHO ARE EXPECTING THEIR LORD” 
(Continued from page 5) 
(Ps. 145:5, 11, 12). But if we never speak a word about 
Him or His coming, or the great work He is to do when 
He comes, from one day’s end to the other, can we make 
anyone believe we are expecting Him? 

If expecting friends to visit us from some point a 
thousand miles distant, dear friends that we have not seen 
for twenty years, even if we were not certain as to 
their exact arrival date, we would be preparing for them, 
and every one we talked with would know it. Their expect- 
ed visit would be the topic of our conversation. All who 
called upon us would be aware of our joyful expectancy. 
We would be talking about it, planning for it, preparing 
for it. If we truly expect a heavenly visitor, if we look 
with delight to Christ’s coming to bring us the greatest 
blessings that can fall on a human being, our life will 
show it. 

If expecting to meet a royal guest we would be con- 
cerned about our appearance. We would want to be 
properly outfitted for such an occasion. With the bride of 
Christ the clothing also is very important. It can make 
the difference between rejection and acceptance. Paul, 
speaking of Christ, and the Church, said: “That he might 
sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the 
word, that he might present it to himself a glorious 
church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; 
but that it should be holy and without blemish” (Eph. 
5:26, 27). If expecting our Lord, our bright prospect will 
go with us at all times. We will be apprehensive lest we be 
taken off our guard, and that Day takes us by surprise. 

Over the ages we hear the voice of the Master calling: 


While the long, bright day dies slowly, Over the sea; 
And the hour grows quiet and holy, With thoughts of Me. 
While listening to words of wisdom—My Father’s mind 
Spoken by my faithful servant, My law to bind. 


Outside the world in commotion, Like the troubled sea; 
Their hearts for fear are failing, But no thought of Me. 
In just such a time of trouble, I’ve told you o’er and o’er, 
My messenger going before Me, Will knock at your door. 


Watch, therefore, I tell you, Your lamps burning bright, 
That you may be ready to meet Me, In garments white. 
Let the door be on the latch, In your home, 

For it may be in the evening, I will come. 


It may be at the midnight, Dark and chill, 

When the house is hushed in slumber, Quiet, still. 
Though you sleep, tired out, Upon your couch, 

Still your heart must wake and watch, In the dark room. 
For it may be at the midnight, I will come. 


It may be at the cock crowing, Will come I, 

When the night is dying slowly In the sky; 

And the dawn of the golden sun Is drawing nigh. 

When the mists are on the valleys, Shading the river’s chill, 
And the morning star is fading, Over the hill. 


Behold! I say unto you, Watch, 
Let the door be on the latch In your home; 


In the chill before the dawning, 
Between the night and morning, I may come. A 


It may be in the morning Bright and clear, 

When you are gathered together For morning prayer, 
And brethren are talking over Things that must be done, 
Anxious to be ready, waiting, For Me to come. 


And remember, I may be the next, At your door, 
To call you from your busy work, Forevermore, 
As you work, your heart must watch, 

Let the door be on the latch, In your home, 
And it may be in the morning I will come. 


“Watch ye therefore: for ye know not when the master 
of the house cometh, at even, or at midnight, or at the 
cockcrowing, or in the morning: 

“Lest coming suddenly he find you sleeping. And what I 
say unto you I say unto all, Watch.” 


att <a) ‘sae su, ! 


SS 
ONE DAY AT A TIME 


One day at a time, with its failures and fears, 

With its hurts and mistakes, with its weakness and tears. 
With its portion of pain and its burden of care; 

One day at a time we must meet and must bear. 


One day at a time to be patient and strong, 

To be calm under trial and sweet under wrong; 

Then its toiling shall pass and its sorrows shall cease; 

It shall darken and die, and the night shall bring peace. 


One day at a time—but the day is so long, 

And the heart is not brave and the soul is not strong, 
O thou pitiful Christ, be Thou near all the way; 
Give courage and patience and strength for the day. 


Swift cometh His answer, so clear and so sweet: 
“Yea, I will be with thee, thy troubles to meet; 

I will not forget thee, nor fail thee, nor grieve; 
I will not forsake thee; I never will leave.” 


Not yesterday’s load we are called on to bear, 

Nor the morrow’s uncertain and shadowed care; 
Why should we look forward or back with dismay? 
Our needs, as our mercies, are but for the day. 


One day at a time, and the day is His day; 

He hath numbered its hours, though they haste or delay. 
His grace is sufficient; we walk not alone; 

As the day, so the strength that He giveth His own, 





MEDITATIONS ON THE WORD, conc. 
Continued from page 10 

date is no evidence He is not coming, nor any reason for 
us to lose confidence. 

“Of that day and hour knoweth no man,” said Jesus 
(Matt. 24:36), but He later instructed Paul to tell us 
that the times and seasons we should know perfectly 
(I Thess. 5:1, 2), that we should not be in darkness as 
the unbelieving world. Let us not be of those who draw 
back unto perdition, but let us daily feed our faith, be- ei 
lieve all of God’s blessed promises, surrender fully to | 
His just and holy demands, living on by our faith. 





The man who procrastinates struggles with ruin. 
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Meditations 
On the Word 


“Cast not away therefore your confidence, which hath great 
recompense of reward. For ye have need of patience, that, 
after ye have done the will of God, ye might receive the prom- 
ise. For yet a little while, and he that shall come will come, 
and will not tarry. Now the just shall live by faith: but if any 
man draw back, my soul shall have no pleasure in him” 
(Hebrews 10: 35—38). 


Confidence is essential in every avenue of life. Con- 
fidence is all that impels one to work for a reward not 
yet in his possession. The day worker is confident he will 
receive his wages at the end of the week, hence is willing 
to invest his time and energies for values not yet in his 
possession. The self-employed, the small business man, 
or professional man, all have a certain amount of faith in 
the honesty of the public. Each feels he is taking some- 
what of a chance; he knows some of his customers are 
bad risks; yet he feels the percentage of this type of 
people is small enough that the risk is not too great. 

Without confidence, very little business could be done 
in the financial world. For business to proceed at a high 
level the people must have faith in their currency, in 
their banks, in the soundness of the securities issued by 
their utilities, their municipal and industrial organiza- 
tions. 

The public’s confidence often is imposed upon by un- 
scrupulous men whose only thought is to enrich them- 
selves, no matter how many other people they may rob 
in the process. This is a side of the picture that need not 
even remotely be considered when our partnership is with 
the Eternal. It is “impossible for God to lie.” He has 
promised, “My covenant will I not break, nor alter the 
thing that is gone out of my lips” (Heb. 6:18; Ps. 89: 
34). Being of “too pure eyes to behold evil,” He certainly 
is too pure to perpetrate evil Himself. 

Apart from the self-contained Scriptural evidence, 
there is much to support our confidence in the existence 
of one great First Cause, one infinite Creator, and our be- 
lief that the universe—including our earth—is His crea- 
tion. To the man blessed with a sound mind—whatever 
his religious convictions—there is much to lead him to 
believe that our earth was created by a superior Intel- 
ligence, that its existence and the presence of the human 
family is not the result of accidental evolution, or the out- 
growth of the workings of the wild forces of nature, but 
a part of a well-devised plan which ultimately must lead 
to an order much different from anything we have seen 
up to the present time. 

Can we contemplate a Being sufficiently powerful to 
create an island in space as suited to human habitation 
as our earth, and people it with beings endued with power 
of reason and reflection, capable of attaining a high 
standard of morality, being content to allow the sin and 
chaos of the present to go on indefinitely? Our only logi- 
cal conclusion can be that He must have a long-range 
plan which is working out according to schedule. The 
present can only be the means to a much greater end, the 


darkness before the dawn. Surely the fittest shall survive, 
and righteousness ultimately triumph over the forces of 
evil. Whatever a man sows he shall reap, and to him that 
consistently sows a righteous life, a blissful reward shall 
await. 

Indeed, this viewpoint not only is logical, but it is 
Scriptural as well. It is the very “plan” the Almighty has 
been working on throughout eternity. The following proof 
texts amply highlight the succeeding steps of the plan. 
“Thus saith the Lord, . . I have made the earth, and 
created man upon it: I, even my hands, have stretched 
out the heavens, and all their host have I commanded”; 
“But as truly as I live, all the earth shall be filled with 
the glory of the Lord.” “The Lord cometh out of his 
place to punish the inhabitants of the earth for their 
iniquity .. . For when thy judgments are in the earth, 
the inhabitants of the world will learn righteousness.” 
“And he shall judge among many people, and rebuke 
strong nations afar off; and they shall beat their swords 
into plowshares, and their spears into pruninghooks: 
nation shall not lift up a sword against nation, neither 
shall they learn war any more. But they shall sit every 
man under his vine and under his fig tree; and none shall 
make them afraid.” “Be not deceived; God is not mocked: 
for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap. 
For he that soweth to his flesh shall of the flesh reap cor- 
ruption; but he that soweth to the Spirit shall of the 
Spirit reap life everlasting” (Isa. 45:11, 12; Num. 14: 
21; Isa. 26:21, 9; Mic. 4:3, 4; Gal. 6:7, 8). 

But all of this can now be seen only by the eye of faith. 
“Now do not drop that confidence of yours; it carries 
with it a rich hope of reward” (Moffatt’s trans.). Con- 
fidence in God and His divine promises is indispensable; 
we simply cannot make any progress in the spiritual 
life without it. Hence the warning is timely: “Cast not 
away therefore your confidence, which hath great rec- 
ompense of reward.” If we allow our faith reserve to 
lower to the vanishing point we shall be like a car with 
an empty gas tank, we shail come to a stand-still due to 
an absence of the means of propulsion. 

The verse that follows emphasizes the need for pa- 
tience: ‘“‘For ye have need of patience, that, after ye have 
done the will of God, ye might receive the promise. For 
yet a little while, and he that shall come will come, and 
will not tarry.” The time elements enters into it here. It 
sometimes takes more moral strength to be able to pa- 
tiently wait than to endure a more active form of trial. 
To one who sincerely believes Christ will return, who for 
many years has looked for Him, confident he is living in 
the last days and that the advent of the Messiah is im- 
minent, the fact of His seeming to tarry may prove a real 
test of faith. Let us quote the following verse, using Dr. 
Moffatt’s translation again: ‘For in a little, a very little 
now, the Coming One will arrive without delay. Mean- 
time my just man shall live on by his faith.” 

If our desire to live in God’s glorious Tomorrow is 
overwhelming, if we would willingly exchange a thou- 
sand lives like this for that life in glory, our soul will not 
draw back. We will not surrender to the disheartening 
scoffs of the unbeliever: “Where is the promise of his 
coming? for since the fathers fell asleep, all things con- 
tinue as they were from the beginning of the creation” 
(II Pet. 5:4). Just because Christ does not appear by 
the time we may have felt to be His latest possible arrival 

(Continued on page 9) 





Questions and Answers 


“Was the woman that had five husbands forgiven?” 


There is nothing in the narrative of John 4 that reveals 
whether or not she was forgiven, or that she even sought 
forgiveness, or made an effort to transform her life. 
Neither is there any proof that Jesus might not have 
forgiven her. 

Man’s relationship with God during the present age is 
such that no sin one can commit is unpardonable. The sin 
against the Holy Spirit was unpardonable, notice the read- 
ing of Matt. 12: 31, 32, also Heb. 6: 4—6. We do not 
now have the Holy Spirit. See I Cor. 13 : 8—10. 

It is possible however for one sin to be more involving 
than another. It is sinful to become angry, to lie, or to 
steal, and these sins can be corrected by simply ceasing 
to commit them, but once a man or woman who already 
has a living spouse marries again, they have involved not 
only themselves but also another in their transgression. 
One plan that could clear them as far as their own 
private lives are concerned would be to live as though 
they were not married (1 Cor. 7: 29), that is, practice 
absolute celibacy; but they still would be making an 
“appearance of evil,” by living together. The Scriptures 
say nothing about separation in such cases, 

Jesus is definite on divorce. He said, “Whosoever shall 
put away his wife, except it be for fornication, and shall 
marry another, committeth adultery” (Matt. 19: 9; Luke 
16: 18). Therefore, fornication is the only legitimate 
cause for a man to put away his wife. “And whoso 
marrieth her which is put away doth commit adultery.” 
The law of God is much more strict than the law of the 
land. In this country a man must have a divorce before 
he can marry again. But the law of God does not allow 
him who has put his wife away for fornication to marry 
another while his first wife lives. 

The law of God allows only one living companion. The 
only release is the death of one. Then the other is free 
to marry one who is either single, or has no living com- 
panion. 

This divorce law of God is one of the finest laws a nation 
can live by, as it keeps families intact, makes for clean 
living, and promotes high morality. 


“You say that the devil is really the evil thoughts of man. 
But you must remember that no man is born with evil 
thoughts, so who plants them in the mind? Lucifer.” 


Our correspondent’s statement contradicts the Bible. 
Jesus said, “For from within, out of the heart of men, 
proceed evil thoughts” (Mark 7: 21). We now know 
where the evil thoughts come from, from the heart or mind 
of man, but we are not here told who planted them there. 
In Gen. 8: 21 we are told that “the imagination of man’s 
heart is evil from his youth.” Chapter 6: 5 reveals that 
“every imagination of the thoughts of his [man’s] heart 
was [is] only evil continually.” But the Psalmist goes one 
step further in showing when evil becomes man’s obses- 
sion: “The wicked are estranged from the womb: they 
go astray as soon as they be born, speaking lies” (Ps. 58 : 
3). Obviously man is born with evil thoughts, so it is 
unnecessary for Lucifer or anyone else to plant them 
there. To infer that the heart of man is basically good is 
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to stretch the facts. The bad temper displayed by a very 
young infant when he cannot get his way is a case in 
point, 


“We hear so much from every denomination that we must 
pay the ten-percent tithe. I want to know, are they right, or 
was that law done away with also?” 


You are correct, the period of Christ’s preaching ter- 
minated the Mosaic or Ten Commandment Law. However 
that event did not terminate the plan of tithing. The 
tithing commandment was no part of the ten command- 
ments. It was an ordinance of the Mosaic economy but 
established previous to the Mosaic Law. We should 
observe that the custom of tithing was in use back as far 
as Abraham, when, as we read in Gen. 14:20, he gave 
tithes to Melchizedek. In Lev. 27:30—382 Moses ordained 
that “all the tithe of the land, whether of the seed of the 
land, or of the fruit of the tree, is the Lord’s; it is holy 
unto the Lord.” 

“There were three sorts of tithes to be paid from the 
people (besides those from the Levites to the priests), 
Num. 28:26, 27. (1) To the Levites for their mainte- 
nance, Num. 18:21, 24. (2) For the Lord’s feasts and 
sacrifices, to be eaten in the place which the Lord should 
choose to put His name there; to wit, where the ark 
should be, the tabernacle or temple... (3) Besides these 
two, there was to be, every third year, a tithe for the 
poor, to be eaten in their own dwellings, Deut. 14:28, 
29.” (The foregoing explanation is printed as a preface 
to the column listing the word “tithe” in Cruden’s Con- 
cordance). 

In the days of the prophet Malachi (Mal. 3: 8—10), 
Israel was admonished to bring their tithes into the 
Lord’s storehouse. 

Jesus identified the tithing system as employed in His 
time by the Pharisees in a statement to them, and while 
He condemned them for paying “tithe of mint and anise 
and cummin,” it was not on the ground that it was sinful 
to pay the tithe, but they were worshiping ritual, they 
had “omitted the weightier matters of the law, judgment, 
mercy and faith”: and He added, ‘“‘these ought ye to have 
done, and not to leave the other [the paying of tithes] 
undone ” (Matt. 23:23). 

There is nothing said of paying tithes during apostolic 
times; however, giving for the needy is required. I Corin- 
thians 16: 1—3 reads: “Now concerning the collection for 
the saints, ... Upon the first day of the week let every 
one of you lay by him in store, as God hath prospered 
him, that there be no gatherings when I come. And when 
I come, whomsoever ye shall approve by your letters, them 
will I send to bring your liberality unto Jerusalem.” 

Again in Philippians 4, Paul spake of the matter of 
giving, which the Philippians had been forward to do. 
“For even in Thessalonica ye sent once and again unto my 
necessity. Not because I desire a gift: but I desire fruit 
that may abound to your account” (vs. 16, 17). 
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Follow The ‘Pattern 


Let us take to our hearts a lesson--no lesson can braver be-- From 
the ways of the tapestry weavers on the other side of the sea. 
Above their heads the pattern hangs; they study it with care; 
The while their fingers dof tly work, their eyes are fastened there. 


They tell this curious thing, besides, of the pattern, the plodding 
weaver; He works on the wrong side evermore, but works for the 
right side ever. It is only when the weaving stops, and the web 
1s loosed and turned, That he sees his real handiwork--that his 


marvelous skill 1s learned. 


Ah! The sight of its delicate beauty, how it pays him for all 
his cost! No rarer, daintier work than his was ever done by the 
frost. Then the master bringeth him golden hire, and giveth him 
praise as well, And how happy the heart of the weaver is, no 


tongue but his own can tell. 


The years of man are the looms of God, given to each man, 
one, Wherein we are weaving alway, till the mystic web is done, 
Weaving faithfully, sure, each for himself his fate, We may 
not see how the right side looks, we can only weave and wait. 


But looking above for the Pattern, no weaver need have fear; 
Only let him look clear into heaven--the Perfect Pattern is there. 
If he keeps the face of the Savior forever and always mn sight, 
His toil shall be sweeter than honey, his weaving is sure to be right. 


And when his task is ended. and the web is turned and shown, 
He shall hear the voice of the Master, who shall say to him, 
"Well done!” Since in copying the Pattern, he had laid his own 
will down; And God, for his wages shall give him, not coin, but 


a glorious crown. 








